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Activity Time

Description: Take turns telling what we can do to prepare for the Second Coming; then put an oil 
drop into the lamp. With each drop of oil, raise the flame slightly. When all the oil drops 
are in the lamp, the flame should be full.

What you
need: A copy of the “Oil of Preparedness” activity(artwork included with this lesson), 

scissors, glue, and tape

Preparation: 1. Cut out artwork.
2. Assemble lamp according to directions on instruction page.

Oil of Preparedness

Activity: (Younger children will need help from an older sibling or parent.)
Ask the following questions:
Who does the bridegroom represent in the parable of the ten virgins? (The Savior.)
Who do the ten virgins represent? (Members of the Church.)
What does the wedding represent? (The Savior’s Second Coming.)
What does the oil in the lamps represent? (Preparation for the Second Coming.)

Read: “In the parable, oil can be purchased at the market. In our lives, the oil of 
preparedness is accumulated drop by drop in righteous living.” Spencer W. Kimball

Divide up oil drops among family members. Hold the lamp in one hand and the 
end of the flame in the other with the flame not showing. Have family members 
take turns telling what they can do to prepare for the Second Coming; then 
putting their oil drop in the slit adjacent to the flame. With each drop of oil, raise 
the flame slightly. When all the oil drops are in the lamp the flame should be full.

Ask: Why didn’t the wise virgins share their oil?

Read: “The wise were not unkind or selfish when they refused oil to the foolish in the 
moment of truth. The kind of oil needed by all of us to light up the darkness and 
illuminate the way is not sharable.” Marvin J. Ashton

Conclude: Although we can’t share our oil of 
preparedness at the last days, as family members 
and as members of the Church we can help each 
other prepare for that time through love, 
encouragement, teaching the gospel and bearing 
testimony.
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